DIDYMO

Didymosphenia geminata (didymo), also known as "rock snot" is a freshwater diatom (a type of alga) and was first reported in New Zealand in the Lower Waiau River in 2004. Didymo is currently found in a number of South Island Rivers. Biosecurity New Zealand has since declared the entire South Island a Controlled Area for Didymo. This means waterways remain open to angling and other recreational activities, but people are legally obliged to prevent the spreading of didymo. 

Didymo is a microscopic pest that can be spread by a single drop of water. Even if you can't see it you could be spreading it. Therefore to prevent the spread of didymo you must Check Clean, Dry your gear when going from one waterway to another, everywhere in New Zealand. It is in New Zealand's best interests for you to treat every waterway like it is infected with didymo. 

Our rivers are not a lost cause despite Didymo already having a firm hold in some areas. We can help by keeping the biomass of known or likely populations of Didymo as low as possible, minimising the ecological effects of the algae.

The only way we can protect our rivers in the long term is to: Check, Clean, Dry all your kayaking gear before entering another river or lake, anywhere in New Zealand.

Note that if you follow this mantra you are very unlikely to fall foul of the law and knowingly spread a declared unwanted organism - an offence under the Biosecurity Act with some pretty stiff penalties.

Cleaning your gear

Check, Clean, Dry is now part of the New Zealand kayak way of life and you will need to organise your own system for cleaning your kayaking gear (we suggest a simple system using a large plastic bin, the cleaning agent and a sponge) that can be taken with you when required.

Check, Clean, Dry - Recommendations for kayakers

Before entering any river or lake:

Check 

Before leaving the river, remove all obvious clumps of algae and look for hidden clumps. Leave them at the affected site (away from the river). If you find any later, do not wash them down drains. Treat them with the approved cleaning methods below, dry them and put them in a rubbish bin. 

Clean 

Mix in 5% of household disinfectant. 

· Put 10 or 20 litres of water in a tub (try the one you carry wet gear in). 

· Mix in 5% of household disinfectant. 10 litre tub: use 2 large cups (500ml). 20 litre tub: use 4 large cups (1 litre). 

· Drain boats and squeeze water out of wet gear as thoroughly as possible. 

· Soak all gear in the tub for at least a minute, squeeze excess solution back into the tub. 

· Pour remaining solution into kayak, slosh around to wet the entire inside (try to get spillage from cockpit back into the tub or next kayak). 

· Drain from first kayak into the next and so on until insides of all boats are wetted with solution. 

· Use remaining solution to sponge down the outside of kayaks and paddles. 

· Dispose of excess solution well away from river and if you have to rinse gear do so in tap water not the river water. 
Dry 

If possible, leave your boat and gear to dry as an extra precaution. Note that if you don't clean your gear you need to dry all your gear thoroughly and then leave for another 48 hours. Given the difficulty of completely drying wetsuit booties and other kayaking gear, cleaning is preferred. 
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· We ask that you clean all your gear prior to the event (as above).

· Your boat will be sprayed with disinfectant at the start of each kayak leg prior to you entering the waterway.



What kayakers need to do to protect our rivers - Check, Clean, Dry between every river
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